
National Coalition Of Black for Reparations in America 
 

PRINCIPLES OF UNITY1 
 
 
As a collective of various organizations and philosophies, we will respect each other’s autonomy 
in organization and philosophy.   The central principles we unify and agree upon are: 
 
1. Our primary goal is to achieve Reparations for Africans in America; 
 
2. The so-called Trans-Atlantic "slave trade" was not trade but was in fact a Holocaust of 

Enslavement.  It was morally wrong and a crime against humanity;   
 
3. We define Reparations as a process of repairing, healing and restoring our people; therefore 

we continue our ancestors efforts to liberate us by focusing on repairing, healing and 
restoring the personal, family, and community damages that we suffered during the Holocaust 
of African Enslavement;  

 
4. Africans in America are due Restitution for the Holocaust of African Enslavement and its 

vestiges; and 
 
5. We support and work for the passage of HR-40, sponsored by Congressman John Conyers 

and other state and local legislative initiatives.  
 

Reparations United Front  
 

1. Functioning as a "Reparations United Front," is critical to maintaining a unified public 
posture.  Members of the Collective (organizations and individuals) agree not to attack 
each other, especially regarding Reparations.  

 
2. In instances where there may be differences of opinion, members will emphasize their 

commitment to Reparations, to minimize attempts to divide and neutralize the 
effectiveness of the Collective.    

 
3. The Collective may elect not to recognize those who fail to abide by the aforementioned 

principles of unity. Everyone is encouraged to support the work of the Collective in ways 
most suitable for them, whether inside or outside the Collective. 

 
We Believe 

 
We believe the Reparations Movement can empower African Americans to continue our task of 
gaining social, economic, and cultural parity and liberation for individuals, families and 
communities.  The movement provides an opportunity to address all issues impacting the Black 
Community by: 
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1. Creating a path for self, family and community development and liberation; 
2. Providing a cause strong enough to unite Black People across socio-economic, and 

education barriers; 
3. Recognizing and assisting with  restoring the dignity of over 100 million Africans 

lost and sacrificed during the Holocaust of Enslavement and one hundred years of 
lynching that followed; 

4. Providing an opportunity to expose the perpetrator of the Holocaust and educate the 
victims by creating dialogue locally and nationally that thoroughly examines our 
collective oppression (and mistakes), and exposes the perpetrator’s responsibility in 
creating our past and current social condition;  

5. Providing compensation for Black People locally and nationally; 
6. We believe our people are ultimately responsible for our collective achievement of 

social, economic, and cultural parity and liberation.  Restitution will only assist in our 
recovery and building process.  The struggle for Reparations is a sacred responsibility 
that must be assumed by African descendants in the Americas; and 

7. We believe there can be no Reparations without mass participation.  Mass 
participation is essential to achieving Reparations (repairing, healing and restoring 
Black People) and Restitution (receiving compensation for the Holocaust and its 
vestiges).   
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